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Town of Hanna 


(Revised December, 1969) 


1. LOCATION 


Section 9-31-14-W4 in Census Division No. 5 on the main line of the 
C.N.R. Calgary to Saskatoon and on hard surfaced Highway No. 9 and on 
gravel Highway No. 36. 


2. ALTITUDE 
2,680 - Latitude 51/37 - Longitude 111/50 


3. TEMPERATURE 
Mean summer - 57 degrees F. 
Mean winter - 18 degrees F. 
Yearly average - 38 degrees F. 


4. RAINFALL 
Average annual rainfall - 9.65 inches. 
Average annual snowfall - 47.5 inches. 
Average total precipitation - 12.37 inches. 


The above averages taken from the nearest weather station. 


5. GEOLOGY 


The Hanna district is underlain by Bentonitic Sandstones and shale and 
coal seams of the Lower Edmonton formation (upper Cretaceous). The 
Edmonton formation is underlain in turn by Bearpaw shales which are quite 
bentonitic in character. The entire region has a surface cover varying from 
10 to 60 feet of sands and clays which are glacial in origin. 


6. SOIL 


The Hanna district is in the brown and dark brown soil zones. The 
brown zone is east of the town. 


Brown Area: 

Climate - Semi-arid, characterized by an average annual precipitation 
of 11 to 13 inches, frequent drought, high evaporation and frequent hot dry 
winds. 

Vegetation - Short grass prairie. 
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Soil Profile - In the normal profile the surface (A) horizon is about 
5 inches deep and brown in color. The (B) horizon is commonly brownish 
in color and lime (Bea) is found at depths averaging 15 inches below the 
surface. The parent material (C) is found at depths of 20 to 24 inches. In 
the other zones this horizon occurs at greater depths. 


Fertility - Moisture is the principal limiting factor in crop production. 
Soils in this zone are relatively low in nitrogen and under irrigation often 
respond to phosphorus fertilizer. 


Land Use - Only the most favourable soil types can be considered arable. 
Most of the area is desirable for ranching. Where the land is farmed, wheat 
is the principal crop grown. Cropping practices must provide for moisture 
conservation and control of soil drifting. The long frost free period makes 
this zone a desirable area for the development of irrigation. 


Dark Brown Area: 


Climate - The average annual precipitation is 13 to 15 inches and 
there are less frequent droughts than in the brown zone. Fairly high evapora- 
tion and hot dry winds are added characteristics. 


Vegetation - Chiefly short prairie grass. The grass makes a denser 
and taller growth than in the brown zone. 


Soil Profile - In the normal profile, the surface (A) horizon averages 
about 7 inches in depth and is dark brown in color. The (B) horizon is 
brownish, and the lime layer (Bea) is found usually at depths of 20 to 24 
inches below the surface. In this zone as in other zones, the (B) horizon, 
having received some finer material from the (A) is usually somewhat heavier 
and more compact than the (A) horizon. 


Fertility - Moisture continues to be the principal limiting factor in crop 
production. Soils in this zone are relatively low in nitrogen and organic 
matter, but are higher in this constituent than soils in the brown zoue. 


Land Use - Only the better soil types can be considered arable. The 
remainder generally is good pasture land. Wheat is grown almost to the exclu- 
sion of all other crops. Cropping practises must provide for conservation of 
moisture and control of soil drifting. The best quality wheat in the province 
is grown in this and other grassland zones. 


Community Dam 


There are 60,000 acre feet of water in storage in community dams for 
stock watering and feed growing. 


7. HISTORY 


Ranching was the primary interest of the first settlers in what is now 
the Hanna district. They arrived about 1909 and among the first to establish 
themselves in this district were the Parker Brothers, Ed, Jim and John. The 
Town of Hanna now stands on what was originally their land. Earlier land- 
holders of the district included the late Pat Burns who ranched on an 
extensive scale. 


A surge of newcomers from Eastern Canada, the United States and 
the United Kingdom moved into the district to start farming about 1910, 
bringing about the reduction of the original vast range holdings of the pioneers. 


Hanna was incorporated as a village in 1913 and was raised to town 
status in 1914 with H. H. Halladay the first mayor. The town was named 
after D. B. Hanna, President of the Canadian Northern Railroad at the time 
the steel reached the town in 1913. Prior to the arrival of the railroad, 
settlers’ effects and building materials were moved by oxen and horse teams 
from Stettler and Castor to the north and Bassano to the south. 


First postmaster for the early settlers was the late George Cope. His 
office formed the nucleus of Copeville, a community south of the present 
townsite. Since then there have been only three postmasters in Hanna, the 
late W. C. Stirling being the original postmaster within the town proper. 


In the late 1920’s and early 1930's another influx of immigrants, this 
time from Germany, Russia and the Scandinavian countries, was felt in the 
district. These people overcame early hardships by courage and determination 
and today are stalwart members of the community. 


Today some of the largest cattle herds in southern Alberta can be found 
in the Hanna area. 


Since 1939, the Town of Hanna has expanded rapidly. Sewer and 
water facilities and natural gas have been installed and the community is 
modern in every respect. It is the main market and administrative centre for 
Alberta’s famed “short grass country”. 





An aerial view of the town of Hanna gives some idea of its size and growth. 
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8. LIVING CONDITIONS 


Hanna lies 140 miles northeast of Calgary on the main line of the 
Canadian National Railway Calgary to Saskatoon and on Highways No. 9 
and 36. 


Excellent schools supply the need of the children’s educational prob- 
lems. Grades 1 to 12 and extra curricular courses in typing, shorthand, drama, 
music, art, home economics and shop are taught. 


The Hanna Public Library, one movie theatre, drive-in theatre and 
community hall provide entertainment for spare time activities. 


Sports facilities are well provided for, there being a covered curling 
rink with 5 sheets of artificial ice. An arena with artificial ice for hockey and 
skating and a swimming pool and child's wading pool are available, as is a 
9-hole golf course with club house. 


There are community service clubs and 11 churches of various denom- 
inations. 

Health services include a modern 50-bed general hospital which supplies 
the needs of the district. 


The streets are wide and oil treated gravel with main street being hard 
surfaced and the residential area gravelled with trees lining the boulevard. 


9. ADMINISTRATION 


The town is governed by a mayor and six councillors who are elected 
for three year terms. The Secretary-Treasurer administers the town’s affairs 
in accordance with the policy set by the Council. 





Even in the quiet of the early morning hours, the business streets of Hanna are busy avenues 
of commerce. 
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10. LAW ENFORCEMENT 


The town has its own police chief and 2 constables. The R.C.M.P. police 
the Hanna district. There is also: one resident Police Magistrate, one Justice 
of the Peace, Court House. 


Building Regulations 
All new buildings, repairs to buildings and removal of buildings must 
first be appoved by the Building Inspector, after which a permit is issued. 


Electrical installations must comply with the requirements of the Alberta 
Electrical Protection Act. 


Sanitary installations must comply with the Provincial Health Regula- 
tions. Garbage collected weekly. 


11. FIRE PROTECTION 
The fire brigade consists of a fire chief and 18 volunteer firemen. 


Equipment: 1 - 1960 La France 625 GPM pumper with 600 gallon water 
tank. 


1 - 250 GPM pumper, 3800 feet 2% inch hose, 300 feet 1% inch hose, 
1 Siamese connection smoke mask, 20 foot and 12 foot ladder, 2 play pipes, 
2 - 1% inch spray nozzles; 2 - 2% inch shut-off nozzles; 1 - 2% inch spray 
nozzle, 1 hose clamp, boots, axes, crowbars, coats, etc. 

Water is obtained from a dam on Bullpound Creek and is pumped 
into a 55,000 gallon elevated tower and a reservoir of 50,000 gallons, plus a 
300,000 gallon concrete underground storage reservoir for treated water. 


There are 30 fire hydrants conveniently located throughout the town. 


12. TAX STRUCTURE 
1969 Net Assessment 


Land, 67% of Assessment $ 677,510 
Improvements, 60% of Assessed Value 2,644,940 
Business 1,109,360 
Power 43,530 
Gas Lines 17,590 
TOTAL ASSESSMENT $4,492,930 
Mill Rate - 1969 
Municipal School Hospital Health Unit Total 
29.23 45.00 5.22 3.00 83 
13. AREAS 


Total area of town - 480 acres. 


Streets and lanes - 76 acres. 


Parks and playgrounds - 8 acres. 


Miles of streets, roads and lanes: ‘ 


Provincial Main 


Asphalt 
aS) 


Streets and Lanes 


Total Miles 


Gravel Improved Earth Total 
.D 

16 4 20. 
20.5 


14. SEWER AND WATER MAIN MILEAGE 


Storm Sewers - 4 miles. 


Sanitary Sewers - 7.5 miles. 
Water Mains - 7.5 miles. 


15. POWER 


Three phase 60 cycle power is supplied to the town by Canadian Utilities 
Limited under a franchise. Streets in business section lighted with 20.000 L. 
mercury vapor lights. Residential sections lighted with 11.000 L. mercury 


vapor lights. 


Domestic Rate 
First 40 KWH 
Next 160 KWH 
Next 400 KWH 
Excess KWH 
Minimum 


6.0c 
2.5¢ 
1.8c 
1.5c 
$2.40 





Residential areas of the town testify to the prosperity of the community. 
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Approved Residential Water Heating 
First 300 KWH at applicable Residential Rate. 
Excess KWH at 1.5c. 


Commercial Rate 
1-5 KW, 1 Phase 


First 200 KWH - 4.5c 
Next 800 KWH - 25¢ 
Next 1000 KWH - 1.8c 
Excess KWH - 1.5¢ 
Minimum = $2.40 
Over 5 KW, 1 or 3 Phase 
First 40 KWH/KW - 4.5c 
Next 160 KWH/KW - 2.0C 
Next 200 KWH/KW - 1.8c 
Excess KWH - 1.5¢ 


Minimum $1.00/KW but not less than $5.00. 


Small Power Rate 
Monthly Rate: 
Demand Charge: Each KVA of billing demand @ $1.00. 


Energy Charge: First 100 KWH used per KVA of demand @ 2.5c 
Next 100 KWH used per KVA of demand @ 2.0c. 
Next 100 KWH used per KVA of demand @ 1.5c 
Excess KWH used @ 1.0c 


Minimum Charge: The demand charge but not less than $50.00, except 
that the Company may require the customer to execute a written agreement 
specifying a higher minimum charge if necessary to justify the Company's invest- 
ment in service facilities. 


16. WATER 


The Town water supply is received from two sources, the CNR reser- 
voir south, and the Town reservoir located about 1% miles west. The CNR 
reservoir at full capacity contains 236,000,000 imp. gals. The Hanna reser- 
voir located on the Bulipound Creek has a capacity of 153,000 imp. gallons. 
Water is pumped from these sources to the Water Treatment Plant which 
has a maximum capacity of 700,000 imp. gallons per day, and then into a 
55,000 gallon elevated water tower for distribution by gravity throughout the 
system. 


Rates: $1.00 per thousand gallons. 
Minimum charge - $5.00 per month. 
| 


Water Analysis 
Parts per Million 


Total Solids 658 

Ignition Loss 124 

Hardness 196 

Sulphates ie 

Chlorides 20 

Alkalinity 325 

Nature of Alkalinity - Bicarbonate of Lime Magnesium, Soda. 
Fluoride 0.95 

Tron 0.03 


Remarks - Chemically this water is suitable for human consumption. 


17. GAS 


Natural gas is supplied under a 10-year franchise from the Plains 
Western Gas and Electric Company Limited. 


Rates: First 2 MCF or less used per month - $2.00 
Next 40 MCF used per month - 52c per MCF 
Next 78 MCF used per month - 45c per MCF 
Over 120 MCF used per month - 40c per MCF 


The minimum monthly charge shall be - $2.00 





Playgrounds and parks are well tended and equipped to serve the town’s youngsters. 
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When accounts are not paid on or before the due date the charge shall 
increase by three cents each per 1,000 cu. ft. and the gross rate so arrived at 


shall apply. 


18. L.P. GAS 
Heat value - 2,521 b.t.u. per cu. ft. at 60 degrees F. 
100-lb. cylinder - $6.00 
Bulk - 16c per gallon 
Storage capacity - 35,000 gallons. 


19. DIESEL FUEL 
Heat value - 135,000 to 140,000 b.t.u. per gallon at 60 degrees F. 
Summer grade - 17c per gallon. 
Winter grade - 19c per gallon. 
Storage capacity - 28,000 gallons, 44,000 gallons. 
Gasoline storage 150,000 gallons. 


20. COAL 


Very little coal is used in the town but persons using some secure coal 
from mines 15 miles east of town. 
Rates per ton: Lump Stove Nut & Stoker Slack 
$5.50 $5.00 $4.75 $2.50 


21. RESOURCES 


Wheat and coarse grains, dairy products, poultry and eggs, horses, cattle, 
sheep and hogs, oil and gas, coal, sand and gravel. 


22. GOVERNMENT OFFICES AND SERVICES 


Federal: Post Office, Royal Canadian Mounted Police, P.F.R.A., Can- 
ada Manpower and Immigration. 


Provincial: Alberta Government Telephones, Liquor Store, Treasury 
Branch, Court House, Police Magistrate, Special Areas Board, Department of 
Social Development, District Agriculturist, District Home Economist, Sullivan 
Lake School Division No. 9 Assessment Branch. 


Municipal: Town Office housing Secretary-Treasurer and staff, Council 
Chambers, Public Works Department, Fire and Police Hall, Library. 


23. HEALTH SERVICES 


The new and well equipped Hanna General Hospital has 50 beds and 
9 bassinettes. The staff consists of a Matron, 8 Registered Nurses and 10 
certified nursing aides. 


Big Country Health Unit provides the following services: examination 
of all school and pre-school children; examination of all persons residing in the 
Health Unit district; pre-natal and post-natal care; inspection of water and food 
supplies as well as sanitary inspection. 


Hanna Senior Citizens Home - accommodation for 49 guests. 


Other Services 


4 practising physicians, 1 dentist, 1 chiropractor, 1 optometrist, 2 drug 
stores, 1 funeral director. 


24. PROFESSIONAL AND SKILLED PERSONAL SERVICES 
(Excluding Health Services) 
Auditors and Public Accountants 
Barristers and Solicitors 
Barber Shops 
Beauty Parlors 
Watch Repairs 


wmwwowond rr 


25. TRANSPORTATION 


Canadian National Railway, Calgary to Saskatoon via Hanna. 
Greyhound Bus, 2 buses each way, Hanna to Calgary. 

1 taxi stand, 1 cab. 

Freight hauling daily - Hanna to Calgary and return. 





Residents of town and district are well served by the Heaith Unit personnes. 
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Airport - The Municipally-owned airport is located 2 miles southeast 
of Hanna. The runway is 2,000 feet in length, hard surfaced with 300 ft. of 
pack graded earth on each end for a total of 2,600 feet. Constructed and 
licensed to D.O.T. specifications, daylight landing only. 


26. NEWSPAPERS 
Hanna Herald - Weekly. 


27. COMMUNICATIONS 


Alberta Government Telephones, Canadian National Telegraphs, Post 
Office; nearest radio station - Drumheller CJDV; nearest TV station - Calgary, 
CH al. CEEN. 


28. FINANCIAL FACILITIES 
Royal Bank of Canada, Provincial Treasury Branch. 


29. HOTELS 

No. of Rooms Single Rate Licensed 
National 50 4.50 & up Yes 
Seymour 28 3.50 & up Yes 





Modern hospital facilities and excellent staff resources serve people of Hanna and district. 
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30. MOTELS 


. 


No. of Units Rating Rates 
Blue Horizon 19 4 Star $7.00 
Westview Motor Inn 18 A Star $7.50 


Trailer Court 
Doves Trailer Court with water, sewer and laundry facilities. 


31. CHURCHES 


Anglican, Roman Catholic, United, Free Evangelical, Pentecostal, Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Lutheran, Baptist, Church of Christ, Alli- 
ance Tabernacle. 


32. LODGES 


Masons, Eastern Star, Knights of Columbus, 1.0.0.F., Rebekah, Elks, 
Royal Purple. 


33. SERVICE CLUBS 


Kinsmen, Lions, Board of Trade, Canadian Legion, Women’s Auxiliary 
Canadian Legion. 





Many fine modern churches serve a wide variety of religious needs in Hanna. 
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34. SOCIETIES AND ASSOCIATIONS 


Red Cross Society, Fish and Game Association, Athletic Association, 
Ladies Church Organizations, Home and School Association, Teachers Associ- 
ation. 


35. EDUCATION 


The Hanna School District No. 2912 teaches grades 1 to 12 along 
with the following optional subjects: Typing, Home Economics, Shop, Drama, 
Art and Music. The school population is made up as follows: 


Grades No. of Teachers No. of Pupils 


Elementary 1 as 21 436 
Junior High T ae ip 265 
High 10 a2 13 029 


There is also a private Business School teaching a complete commercial 
course. 


36. THEATRES AND HALLS 


Capacity Stage Piano 
Capitol 500 yes yes 
Legion Hall 400 yes yes 
Anglican Hall 200 yes yes 
2 School 
Auditoriums 400 and 600 yes yes 


37. CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 


The Hanna Public Library is sponsored by the town, a government grant 
under the Libraries Act and membership fees. The Library is open every 





The Hanna High School is modern and staffed with experienced teachers. 
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Wednesday and Saturday from 2 to 5 p.m. There are 2,000 volumes in the 
Library. 


‘ 


Other activities include music, art and drama. 


38. YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
Boys: 4-H Club, Calf Club, Sea Cadets. 
Cirlsa C.G.L1-, Explorersse2- tH Club, Calf Club. 


39. SPORTS 


Hockey (senior and junior), baseball (senior and junior), tennis, foot- 
ball, bowling, curling, golf, gym activities. 


Facilities: Covered curling rink with 5 sheets artificial ice; swimming pool 
(outdoors); wading pool for children; arena for skating and hockey (artificial 
ice); playgrounds. Recreation board and full time recreation director. 


40. FAIRS 


Hanna and District Agricultural Society is held annually in the third 
week of August. 


41. HISTORICAL SITES 


A caim marking the site of the Palliser Triangle is located west of town. 
Hanna and District have established a museum consisting of early settlers’ 
articles; a completely restored railway station including trackage and one-room 
school house. 





The Hanna arena serves many recreation groups in its resource capabilities. 
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42. CO-OPERATIVES 


Alberta Wheat Pool, Co-op General Store, U.F.A. Co-op Oil Distributor, 
United Grain Growers, Co-op Implements. 


43. INDUSTRY AND BUSINESS 


Type of Industry No. of Type of Industry No. of 

or Business Establishments or Business Establishments 
IATICOM DOG YW REPaILS! ek. iccceal Peeks, oanetinn’ 1 Implementss startin eye meres r er eam eee 6 
NCCOUNCATIES ENN eee soci erihc, oRdea tien 1 Jewellers” oa. chijeurese) decade pee see eee 2 
INUICHOMCOTS MTR ee Brcders. costed. yacessas 2 LawaQOitices 2, rsrcrererch ta.coet emcees ancen oa eee 2, 
Baniles eee eee ett escaw Snacene hachlsew aiioskes 2 Laundry etek eee cee cc Pe ere Moonee 2, 
Bakaciccu een ones hese hi dicen |edit 1 Maundrys Dry (Cleaners ees tourer 1 
A CES MET re ee eae eects cvaueeaar ataweats 4 LiquoruStores igre.) cca t od eas 1 
beaut year Orsmrnrie tse) eisccse., crntes 2 Lumber. Yards) fess (cvess seats cross: 3 
BowltnomeAlleysie cscs istiiec. sesesese coeetore 1 Machines Shops Grass sarc) eee ont ees 1 
TERRE scag ancuecsy PR UORoo MEEREGOD CREED Mec ROREa se 4 Milk, Distributors ei eee eee 1 
Buildings Contractors oe... cee. ees asees ees 4 Motels sxe ces conan d re tite mach eaeiaie Us Sat 2 
GAaTMRVV ASIEN Re creneeee omsereaa, aevaines, stones il Musics: Deachers terrace cssee ete esis tet 1 
Gantaces Delivery maress: Geese) Geeasees: secee sce 2 Optometriststiaecscee cece ccusetis, sevens: 1 
(CIN ayOTEREORE, secs gdaoece SBeNOEEE GucoUDEe -ceEEEge 1 Oils Distributors$.ccc7eees eetee eee eens 6 
Glothimow= Men'S cscs ccecscs Sepecsee) saentees 2 Painters) 6s) Decorators acu easeeerean eeeeeree 4 
Clothing - women’s & children .... ........ 5 Plumbers ®t peers een eee comme eee 2) 
GEoncretevEnOdUCtS mere a. Miccsecs oceccnia) cevesees 1 Pool’ Rooms (23, cerned sabe sda gst deaaeian soe 1 
@oale Dealersie seo tices cece aehdak 1 Propane Gas Distributors ........ ........ 2 
Cold storage WockKers sce sesesses minesees D, Printers” 3-8 Gauss. edeendeeniesesy secsetes 1 
TDSTELSES ere eee sec ee id eet eahesned 1 Radio, t Repairs i e.c40 steerer eee c es 3 
cI Ca SLOLGS meres este te, oes scesa eek eran D Restaurants! s:-ccme stone eedeeisserae crseons 6 
ENC CORSE Te ene civene. Geerphiy Sauehens 4 IRooming) ELOUSeS frie ennsesees see eeeeee a aeeae ee 3 
BeomGradimee Station) (ec. cern o-eesns- 1 Shoe MRepaits cere meer eaten sieeaioes anes il 
Electrical Appliances: «....... 0 ....2... 0 «s.-- 3 Shoe uStores Gece ecco seeteoe ie eeree eereces. 1 
BilectricalmContractOrs Gicccc. cecceecs  sssenes 2) Sporting Goods - see Hardware 
Bimenralmbarlorameee Geen cidetes atesss: 1 Tinsmithe nets ree tenet ree ee ones 1 
otamrtiinem SLOTES meen int fcr. cassees, cecaeers 2 @Mescieccs) seesata ucidnok wnamedne . Cdepueso  scouecose 1 
Garages & Service Stations ........ 0... 8 Theatres - Drive In .... 1.0.00. cece. cee 1 
Grain Elevators (cap. 192,000 bus.) .... 3 AN baer ASN ONe) 8c). coacocus Gaosntes caged Taacsees oaccéoac ?) 
GLOCORICS MT rE a ee sce ue esiaee 6 Upholsterer 2.5.25 .-ccnc0 seectees seceeens coeweees 1 
Hardware ........ 0 .....: nth oe ae ere 3 Variety Store. seu cams cererecreys co tosses: 3 
Ect lo onesies dcseseec. ceacadee 2 Wood wotking mes eee reese ean a 1 
Insurance & Real Estate .... ........ ....0.. 3 
44. SITES 


Residential and industrial property with trackage and along the high- 
way and with all utilities can be purchased from the town or private owners 
at a reasonable price. 


45. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 


The average size farm in the Hanna area is 2,320 acres of which 490 
acres or 20 per cent is improved. A high proportion of the land is devoted 
to grazing. In 1956 the average number of livestock on farms were: cattle 
78, pigs 5, sheep 4, horses 5, and poultry 90. Cattle receipts account for one- 
half to two-thirds of the total farm cash income. Income from grain ranges 
from 20 to 40 per cent of the total. 
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In 1956, 61 per cent of the improved farmland in the Berry Creek - 
Sullivan Lake area was in crop and 30 per cent in fallow. This would indicate 
that a grain-grain-fallow crop sequence is practised. One-third of the im- 
proved area was in wheat, 10 per cent in oats and tame hay respectively, and 
4 per cent in barley. 


An average of 1.2 tractors per farm are maintained in the Hanna district. 
Also, there is nearly one truck (.91)on every farm but grain combines are 
reported on only 55 per cent of all farms. The latter may indicate the 
importance of conserving all the feed possible. Nearly one-half of all farms 
are electrified. 


About 16 per cent of farm operators in the district do not reside on 
the farms they operate. Large farms and the centralization of schools may be 
an important factor in this regard. 


46. TRADING AREA 
On the north - 25 miles. 
On the south - 60 miles. 
On the west - 20 miles. 
On the east - 30 miles. 


47. POPULATION 
Trading area population, 1966 census - 6,870. 
Town population, 1968 town census - 2,539. 





Stock raisers of the district are served by a modern veterinary office. 
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